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Amusements, &¢

: Banxus's AMERICAN Muskum—Day and Evening.

The Wolf st the Door"— irade—V

‘ummi«m n.g“ “lhliqb ]

Broapway Tneater—This Evening. — * Family
\Jare” and “Pet of the Petticoata” Lotta

Buwvax Havrt, Union Square—This Afternoon and
Berning.—" The Pilgrim”

ExmmrrioNn or Taomas Barr’s Sratur o Ep-
wiw Porumst as * Comtorawva "~Dav sud Kvenlug ~8i2 Broadway.

Frescn TaraTER—Thi ing.—"*Les Beaux-
" a TER—This Evening—Les

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF DESIGR—Day and Evening.
wThe Marls Plotares

- ) —This Evening.
o New-Yorx Crrcus, Fourteenth at - Tk waden. Fis.

- —Thi of
..IH:J:EE*TEM“H m-l Ev‘::u’iﬂf—&lmb

NiBLO'S GARDEN — This Evening. — *“The White
Fawn" Parlsienne Dallet Troope

Ouywric Taeater — This Evening. —* Fanehon."
Miss Maggie Mitehail

WALLACK'S — This Evening. — “ Pauline.” Lester
Wallack

RALLE, MEETINGS, AND LECTURES TO-DAY.

Lecrures.—Dr. Prime, at the Fmbury M. E.
Ohareh, Brookiyn. st T§ p m.... Rev. B P. Rogers, o0 bbe Tower
of Londos, nl-ﬁoau Preshyterian Cburek.

READINGS.—Mrs. Ellett, at the Church of the Holy
Trisity. wHpm L

MegTiNGs.~National Board of Fire Underwriters,
Mo 136 Broadway 9 o m. ... Legislstive Plre Department Investigal-
fag Committes, Metropolitan Hotel, 10 & w.... 4 of Andit, City

Barrs.—Gentlemen’s  Sons, Brooks's Assembly
Rooms. ... D, T, Boclal Cirels, Miltary Hall....0dd Fellows, Morris
maia. ... Lisderkrass, ot ihe Academy of Muse....Rinwacht Soeimr,
Wireen-wt. Hall, Newark, N. J.

Boviress Yotices,

( |
G V-l @ . W
Blectre Plate | M ] erery ariicle

Our goods are heavily plated on the funet Niekel Silver, and we guar
anier (hewn wn pwery respect puperior to the best Sheplald plade
Gormam Maworacrexine Co,
Bilversmiths and Manufariurers of Fins Klsetro-Plate,
Providenee, i L

Tur Gormam WARE, indisputably superior
@ ke fAweat Shefleid Flate, for sale st retail by
_____Hnl! & Murr'l__lli?!_lo}n:t

WiLLiam RIGDEN,
No. 40 Rue de Mealay Paris. Francs,

Coxsission MENCHANT
Part'cular attention pald o the wanis of Americaz buyers.
REFRRANCKS:
Garham Manofactiring Cn., So. 3 Malden-lane, New York. aad Provi-
devoe, I 1.0 Johu Cattonch, corner Wall-st. sod Broadway, New-York ;
Gea W. Webb k Ca, Baltimors, Md

Browx's Broxcmiar Trocues.—" Your Tro-
Ches aie Loo well and fsvorably kuown to need comwendation”
Hax. Cuss. A, Parees, Prea Mass Senate
v My communlestion with the world has boen very much ealarged by
the Loseage which I now carry alwars In my pocket; that L-eable in my
Thraat (for which the Trocmms are s specific) having made me often o

mere w '. sprrer.t NP Wit

A DistressiG Covant causes the friends of
the suferer almast as murk paiz as the en@arer himee!! sod should recelve
Ammediste attention. Die Wieran's Batsax or Wito Cuminy speedily
wures cougha, cokls, inlloensa, sore throat, &e. Tt will always relieve
eonmsmplion, asd In masy well atlosted cases it hus effcated o porfect
:lf?- — = -5 SIS B e

#2 to #3 per barrel saved by buying FLour
of the Nuw-Yorg Famiey Frore Co., No | Barclayet, and No. 810
Firoadwar.

Wiaat Makes vorr Ham so Beavrieont
Mra 8 A, Avres's fproved (pew rivle) Han RestroRes or Dymsain,
s.. wae bettle), Priee §1. Every Drugrist sells it
Y, N L]
Tae GREAT AMERICAN CONSUMPTIVE REMEDY
~—Dr. Wx. Hatr's Baisaw for the Luags s suparior te all other Luog
:wﬂhu for the eare of Consnnrplion

THE LAUNDRY.
Corvars & Co put up for use of families & FEnrRorLY Prax sad
eronrmieal Larspuy Soar, cut In pleces. to facllitate drylog, and for
wonvenlonce in use. It may be bhad of all fret-clans family grocers, or af
'L_- salésroom of the manufsctorers, Now 33 and 53 Jobpt N, T.

A.—RrevMaTisM Legally Warranted Cured
wr money refunded.  Dr, Firiua's Ureat Vegetahle Hbenmatie Romady :
taken mwardly. Befersnces, 17757 sures. Priveipal depot, No TH
Brosdwar

Comrort AND CurE FOR THE RUPTURED—Sent
on reseipt of 10 cents.  Address Dr. . B, Poorn, sutbor of " Medical
Oowmon Sease,” No. 110 Lagington-ave, N. ¥

CoLORED PORCELAIN MINIATURES, $5 each.
e KA T, Wew AN, J0N- saw AP Chepmal

Wigs, Toupees, and Ornamental Hair.—First
g_nlilv Iulr!ulam _I-m draing _A_II -M«.._ut _Ilglv-_hﬂut'l. 14 Bond =,

Barcneror's Hamk Dye—The best in the
warld; harmiess, relnble instantaneons, perfert At w1 Demggiata

Tue Sixcer MaxuracturING Co.
Enwivu-MaoHINREA
Ko 458 Brosdway, New - Tork

EENC S ST | e S (e B R

“Parmer’s PATeNT Liuss, DBest!"  Last

KPoRT! qdm- De !"lLl_t_l_olh_. i'hihddi‘ah. New-York, k Boston,

CmickerinG & Soss, Manufacturers of
Hirand, Bqeare, and l‘zu!glu Praso-Forres, wers awarded st the Parie
Ezpoaitivn the First Grand Prise, the Lagion of Honor, snd s Grasd Geld

Medal, makiog 63 frat preminms durl ant #4 rears
. uw:r:rwm No. 653 Broadway.

NewVork Daily Tribune.
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TEEMS OF THE TRIBUNE.
Damy Trisuxse, Mail Subscribers, $10 per annum,

Bemi-WeekLY Trinune, Mail Subscribers, $4 per an,
Five copies or over, §5 each ; 16 copics, $#45.
WeekLy Trisuxe, Mail Subscribers, $2 per snnum.
5 copiek, $9; 11 copies, $15; 21 copies, fo one ad-
dress, 825; 21 copies, to names of subscribers, §27;
51 copies, to one address, $30; 61 copies, to
names of subscribers, §55.
Advertising Rates,
sy TRIBUNE, 25c., 300., 400., 60c., and §1 per line,
Brs1-WrekLY Trisuns, 25 and 50 cants per line.
Wersry TIBUNE, $1 50 and $2 per line,
According to position in the paper.
Terma, cash in advance,
Address, Tae Trausre, New-York,

THE TRIBUNE IN EUROPE.

SrEvESS BroTiers, agents for American Libra-
vion, No. 17 Henrletta-st, Covent Garden, London, are
agents for Tux TRINUSE in Great Britain,

CARL GEROLD & Co., Booksellers and Publishers, Btef
sus plats, Vienoa, are agents for THE TRIBUNE in Austrin.

A Asiter & Co,, Booksellers and Publishera, No. 20
Unter den Linden, Berlin, ure agents for THE TRIBUNE in

L.
The above agenta will receive subscriptions and adver-
tisementa for Tne TrIAUNE, and supply copies of the
paper to Amerioans temporarily in Europe.

T0 CORRESPONDENTS
be taken of Anomrmous Commonications. Whatever (o

Mo natlee ran
i for tasertion mast be authenticated by the name and address
of the writer—uol necsssarily for publication, but &s & guarauty for
hin goed faith,

All business letiars for tkis ofice sbosld be sddressed to ' Tux Tuin-
osn." New York

Wa eanuol nudertake to return rejeetad Communications.

% The Great Erie Quarrel—Daniel Drew
nded from his Position as Treasurer; Lel-
ders from the People, Board of Supervisors, Na-
tional Board of Fire Underwriters, The Muyrder
wf a Car Conductor, Larw Intelligence, Builds
sn New-York, and other matters, are on the
‘emdgage this w.wrmug‘; The Money and other
Markets, New-York Forty Years Ago, The
Gowanus Canal, and The New-Jersey Senate
Joint Eesolutions, on the third ; Seientific Ltems
on the sirth, and Real Estate on the seventh.

8gxaTe, Feb. 19.—The Judiciary Committee
reported adversely upon Mr. Wilson's Recon-
struction bill. i
Mr. Wilson introduced a resolution to admit
Alabams to representation in Congress.
The case of Mr. Thomas, Senator elect from
land, was taken up, and, after debate, the
resolution to admit him was voted down by
the vote of 21 Yeas to 28 Nays.
House, Feb. 19.—A bill to organize a Law
ent was reported; also, a bill provid-
g against the importation of convicts of for-
he Civil Appropriation bill was tak
vil Appropriation bill was en_ up,
and the nmfm:up amendments having
- of, was passed,
he Army Amprinlan bill was then taken
up. The amendment providing against the is-
® of m{vmom commissions, except to
uates of West Point, which gave to
wconsiderable debate, was agreed to—54 to 43,
The correspondence between the President
and Lieut.-Gen. S8herman relative to wnfarrins
the brevet rank of general on the latter an

the t of the Mili Division of
e R e i e e @

Mr. introduced a bill revoking the
autbority of the Secretary of Treasury to

mper centage for the sale of Government

The great Erie quarrel increases in interest.
The Attorney-General of the State has inter-
dered, and Mr. Daniel Drew has been sus-

from his position as Treasurer. The
wetition in which the various charges against

Drew are recited at length, and on which
order of Judge Barnard was granted, is
rinted in full on the second page.

After weeks of disousgion, the Senate has at
last decided against the admission of Senator-
elect Thomas of Maryland. The vote was
taken yesterday, and resulted 21 for his ad-
mission, and 28 against.

ug_E

The Brazilian Government is trying a dan-
gerous experiment in ordering a general con-
scription for the purpose of carrying on the
war against Paraguay., The people of Brazil
already have shown a great dissatisfaction
with the burdens which the war imposes upon
them, and the enforcement of conscription can-
not but increase the number of the maleon-
tents, Should the insurrection in the Argen-
tine Republic take a turn unfavorable to Bra-
zil, the Brazilian Government will find it diffi-
cult to continue the war,

The Republican members of the New-York
Constitutional Convention have decided to sub-
wit the new Constitution to the vote of the
people at the regular election in November
next. While this course will doubtless secure
a much larger vote upon the subject than
would come out at a special election, it will re-
duce the vital matter of our organic law be-
low the comparatively temporary importance
of who shall be President and who shall be
Governor. The determination of a question
so important ought to stand alone, and be
judged upon its merits, If tacked on as a
rider in a Presidential election, the electors
will be sure to look upon it as a party meas-
ure, and the great majority will vote upon it
in that light.

FLORIDA,

Our readers have been thoroughly informed
of the proceedings of the Constitutional Con-
vention in Florida, and, we presume, as
thoroughly disgusted with the factious quar-
rels among ~ the members, the secession of
nearly one-half, and the setting up of a rival
Convention. Florida has always been a thrift-
ess State. With a climate of wonderful salu-
brity, and a soil that scarcely needed
cultivation to satisfy the most ava-
ricious owner, she has lagged far behind her
neighbora in every thing like public or private
prosperity and enterprise. During the war she
was the feeding ground of the Rebel armies,
furnishing, with Texas, the solid supplies of
beef for Davis's commissariat, Her contributions
of men were comparatively small, and her suf-
fering during and after the war was relative
only—she was too far from the theater of
strife to feel the terrible blows that brought
down the revolt. Politieally, Florida has
always—or until just now—been in the hands
and pockets of a baker's dozen of such men
as Yulee, Call, Walker, Westcott, and that
sort—all hard-shell Slavery men, and of late
good Democrats of the Buchanan
She was the third State in the
rush for Secession, her Convention for
that purpose having met on the 3d
of January, 1861. At that time her population
was less than 150,000, of whom about 65,000
were negroes. Her vote in 1860, for President,
was 14,347, of which Breckinridge had a large
majority. In October, 1865, a Reconstruction
Convention was held under the anthority
of President Johnson’s proclamation, a
Constitution was formed, w#nd in Novem-
ber of that vear there was an elec-
tion for State officers and Legislature—D. 8.
Walker was chosen Governor without opposi-
tion, though there was something of a contest
on several subordinate offices. These officers
are nearly all now in service, The vote
on Governor was only about 5800. But
the Reconstruction ncts of 1867 rendered a
new Congtitution necessary, and under their an-
thority the necessary registration was made. It
showed about 12,000 white and 16,000 colored
voters. The highest vote ever cast in the State
was in November, 1860, and that amounted to
only 14,847, The election was held last No-
vember, when 14,300 votes were cast for, and
132 against a Convention, At the same time
delegates were chosen, of whom 27 were whites
and 18 colored. Soon after they met (in January)
a question arose as to the right of certain
delegates to their seats, and a long and
disgraceful wrangle ensued, the resnlt being
the division of the Convention into two bodies,
each bent upon getting up a constitution of its
own. It does not appear that there was any
material difference upon the main questions of
reconstruction; the quarrel was entirely upon
personal and subordinate matters.

At this juncture Gen. Meade appears upon the
geene, and, by a calm and judicious exercise of
his personal and official influence, has for-
tunately succeeded in harmonizing the con-
tending factions, restoring the body to i:s nor-
mal condition, and infusing a spirit of work
that we trust will be manifested in good re-
sults. It should be noted that the * nigger”
question was not uppermost in the troubles to
which we have alluded. Tle difficulty really
grew out of the determination of certain white
delegates to manage the Convention in the inter-
est of prospective candidates for State and
Federal offices. As we understand the latest
accounts, Gen. Meade has prevailed upon them
to lay aside their differences, wipe out what
both Conventions have done, and commence
anew,

Gen. Meade is entitled to the thanks of the
country for his action in the matter. It was
not called for as a duty, nor was it officiously
intruded. He evidently feels anxious to hasten
the too long delayed work of Reconstruction;
he has, thus far, walked strictly by the line of
duty amccording to the laws of Congress, and
with soldierly frankness carried out the pithy
axiom of his chief, “ A law must be obeyed
“yuntil it is declared unconstitutional
“by the proper authority.” There is now
nothing in the way of the speedy
rehabilitation of Florida. The Constitu-
tion ought to be perfected within a fortnight—
much of it is done already. 'We cannot sup-
pose that the Alabama practice will work in
the peninsula—there is none, or at the mos:
very little, of the pro-Slavery terrorism that
conspired to reduce the Alabama vote. Let,
our friends in Florida go ahead with renewed
courage, and get into the Union ahead of
Alabama—if possible.

The “Ring " of Brooklyn is *“one point”
ahead of its Tammany brethren in this city.
In the municipal election last November, the
returns showed the success of the Republican
candidate for Alderman in the VIIth Ward,
Mr. Thomas C. Steers, over Mr. Finehout,
Democrat, by 42 majority. A Democratic
canvasser refused to sign the returns
from the Ist District of that Ward,
but afterward certified to the correctness
of. the Ward returns throughout, When the
Cemmon Council met, & Committee of Investi-
gation was appointed, and the Democratic can-
vasser was called before it. He testified that

years
stripe.

he refused to sign the returns because be

“didn't believe that the friends of Mr. Steers
“in the VIIth Ward could cast 8o large a yote
“in his favor.” Aftera therough examination
of the case, o majority of the Committee re-
ported in favor of Mr, Steers, abd 8 minority
expreased the opinion that the election was not
valid. As ond of the Democratic members qf
the Council had *“gone back” on the “ Ring,"” it
waa found absolutely necessary to drum up a
new recruit. So the report of the majority was
brazenly voted down, the minority report was
adopted, and & new election was ordered. The
Republicans of the district, deeming Mr. Steers's
election valid, refuse to nominate 8 new man,
and we judge from present prospects that
the “Ring” candidate will walk into the coun-
cils of his brethren without oppositon.

THE BRITISH POSTAL TREATY.

The new postal treaty between the United
States and Great Britain, by which the rates
of letter postage were reduced one-half, went
into operation on the 1st of January. It is
terminable by either party on twelve months'
notice. The public, we believe, is not generally
aware that beforo the treaty went into opera-
tion, and before there was any fair opportunity
to judge how it would work, the British Post-
master-General gave notice of the intention of
his Government to terminate the arrangement
at the expiration of the required interval, We
are not aware that any reason has been assigned
for this unexpected action; but some light is
thrown upon it by the recent publication by
order of the Houso of Commons of the contracts
for carrying the mails made by the British
Government with the Cunard, Inman, and other
Steamship Companies,

By the new treaty each party was to provide
steam conveyance for ita own mails, In ae-
cordance with this arrapgement our Govern-
ment advertised for proposals and accepted
tenders from the Inman, North German Lloyd,
and Hamburg lines, and at a later period from
the Cunard line alse. The British Government
made contracts in a gimilar way with the In-
man and North German Lloyd Companies,allow-
ing them as remuneration the ocean postage of
one ghilling per ounce, The Cupard Company
made no proposal in the form prescribed, but
offered to carry the mails to and from the
United States for the fixed snm of £95,000 a
year, reduced afterward to £80,000. This con-
tract system bad been for years the great
obstacle in the way of cheap ocean postage,
and it was the expirntion of the former bar-
gain with the Cunard Company which gave
opportunity for the reforms embodied n the
recent treaty. To those, however, who know
the devious ways of officinl transactions,
and  comprehend how easy it Qs for
a rich company, which has long been
amnssing wealth from Government business, to
make friends in high quarters ,even without re-
gort to vulgar bribery, it will be no surprise
that the demands of the Cupard line were
complied with. As their offer, however, wns to
carry the mails both ways, the British Post-
master-Geperal sent a specinl Commissioner to
Washington to persunde our authorities to
violate that elause of the treaty providing that
cach party shall furnish conveyance for its own
mails, and to pay over to the British Govern-
ment the postage received on all letters sent
from here to England by the Cunard steamers.
This Mr. Randall refused to do. The Cunard
Company was consequently obliged to mnke
proposals to our Post-Office Department in the
ususl way, and to pay over to the English
authorities all that it received from us for the
muil service. Hereupon Great Britain gives
notice for the termination of the treaty,

It may be that this extraordinary subservi-
ency to the interesta of a single steamship line
will result after all in a new treaty, establish-
ing still lower rates of postage. The corre-
gpondence lnid before the House of Commons
ghows that the National line offered to carry
letters at the rate of one penny per half ounce,
and to run their steamers in fourteen days all
the year round—which is the time now allowed
the Inman line between September and April
—and the offer was, most unwisely, declined.
This proves that if we cannot have a three-

cent postage by the fastest sleamers
(which we do npot admit), we can, at
any rate, bave it Dby steamers which

would be fast enongh for a large majority of
correspondents, Cheap postage is a blessing
more especially to the poor and the emigrant;
to them a difference of forty-eight hours in
time is nothing, but & difference of nine cents
in money is a great deal. The proportion of
business letters which require speed in trans-
mission, we are eredibly informed, is to other
letters not more than as one to nine. If this
vast preponderance of correspondents prefer to
gend their letters by slow and cheap lines, we
see no reason why they should not do so0; and
when & new postal treaty comes to be consid-
ered, we trust the point will be looked after.

BRUKEN RAILS.

A little paragraph of three lines which ap-
peared in the news columns of Tue Trin-
uNE on Wednesday gave one of the most
startling iterss of intelligence which we
have published for many a week. It told
how, in a single day, the patrol on a ecer-
tain New-Jersey railroad discovered no fewer
than eighty-six broken raila! That is to say,
eighty-six chances of a hosrible aceident, of
the crushing of limbs, the mangling and burn-
ing of human bodies. Suppose the patrol had
overlooked one of those breaks; suppese an
express train had tom at full speed over one
of those fatal spots, with no wamning of the
awfnl danger; we should have had a
repetition of the horrora of Angola, and
a score of vietims, may be, would
have been eacrificed to the looseness of
our railway system and the parsimony of our
railway directors We publish in another
column & communication from a practical iron-
worker respecting the well-known liability of
jron rails to break during cold weather. He
disputes some of the received opinions as to
the ecause of the frangibility; but the great
question is not why they break, but why they
are used, It ir notorions that during very cold
or changeable weather no iron rail can be de-
pended upon, However carefully made, there
is always a likelihood, so strong as almost to
amount to probability, of its breaking, and
railway travelers have no dependence
except upon the vigilance and intelligence
of an ill-paid and a well-worked patrol.
A steel rail is not liable to the same accident ;
it can be broken only with the greatest diffi-
culty. Moreover, it will outlast a score of iron
fﬁu&“d-hlﬂ‘hofihlpmntMMit
is really cheaper than iron. Some of our best
roads have commenced adopting it ; there is no
reason why it should not come immediately
into general use, except that the first outlay
is high. But it is a barbarous economy
which counts only the preliminary expense
and neglects the cost of renewal. The
great defect of our railway system has
been a purblind parsimony. Spend as little
as possible on the permanent way; make
a fortune quickly ; sell out and loave others

to bear the outlay when the work has
to be done over aguin; that has been the policy
of too many of onr engineers. But the time
hivs come when we must reform all this. Better
principles of management are beginning to pre-
vail. Directors are leaming that true ecenomy
18 in thorongh workmanship; and one of the
lessons now being forced upon their minds is
the lesson of steel rails, The ingénuity of
American manufacturers has enabled us to ob-
tain them at a greatly rednced price, and there
is no valid reason sgainst their universal intro-
duction. It will soon become a question whether
the use of an unsafe rail, when a safe one can
be had, should not be prohibited with severe
penalties.

THE SCHOOL OF THE FUTURE—EDUCA-
TION IN FRANCE.

In every eivilized country in the world, the
question of the education of the children is
coming to be looked upon as of the first im-
portance. Whether trade shall be free or not,
may await the laws of national growth; bouad-
aries may be settled another time; all ques-
tions of arts or arms may be dallied with and
deferred; but how the children are to be
taught, whether by compulsion or by free-will,
and what they are to be tanght, whether use-
ful or useless things, are questions that, it is
now getting to be scen, cannot be put off with
afoty, Not only is every family concerned in
the decision; the State itself is found to be
prosperous or failing, rich or poor, leading or
following, according as this question has been
wisely looked to in the past, or has been
neglected from the beginning until to-day.
Italian uncertainty sud imbeeility, Spanish
bigotry, French levity and narrowness, English
materialism and conceit, all come out of the
schools, and 'tis uselss to hope that these
faults will mend themselves, so long as the
cause of the evil remaiss. The reason of the
superiority of the German people, particularly
of the Prussians, to the sther peoples of Enrope
in morals, in intelligence, in thrift, in all the
qualities that make men fit for society, is owing,
more than to all other canses combined, to the
admirable system of public instruction estab-
lished there, and to the complete way in which
that system is carried out. And it is possible
that the growing interest in the subject of
education, and the increasing concern mani-
fested ns to the deficiencies of existing methods,
may be owing to the silent inflnence of the
Prussinn example. But, for whatever reason,
it is certain that the interest and the concern
are felt. Even Spain, degraded as that miser-
able country is, below the level even of Turkey,
foels of late some suspicion that she is in a bad
way, and & movement bas been made there
to establish  better schools and to compel
the attendance of children. Of course, no
permanent improvement can be hoped for
s0 long as Isabells and the priests continne
to hold the nation by the throat; but it is some-
thing that there exists any party in the king-
dom strong enough to start a movement toward
a better state of things. In France, a more in-
teresting, because a more hopeful, condition of
affairs attracts our attention, M. Duruy, the
able Minister of Public Inatruction, has pro-
posed plans, and even begun to carry some of
them into operation, for the better education
of French girls, more particularly those of the
higher class. He is trying to get them out of
the hands of the priests and nuns, who at pre-
gent have almost the exclusive charge of their
instruction—with what result, in one direction
at least, haa been clearly and eloguently
pointed out wy M. Michelet in his “La
“ Femme,” M. Duray wishes to give girls a
wider course of studies than the Church allowa.
He thinks it is necessary to enlarge their minds
aud to teach them to think, while the Church
is anxious to keep them ignorant, and to pre-
vent them from thinking. The Romish Church
long ago saw that its hold on the men of
France was weakened, and it shrewdly con-
cluded that the only way to regain its lost
pumbers was to get control of the race in its
infancy, And this it has been trying for years
to do by means of the mothers. Having the ex-
clusive charge of the girl from her earliest
youth, it has patiently and deliberately stulti-
fied her, has kept her ignorant, dwarfed her
mental faculties by preventing their free use,
encouraged her in frivolous ways of spending
her time, allowing her to compromise for in-
dulgence by a superstitions and slavish devo-
tion to church duties, and has succeeded in
making the present generation of French
mothers almost as bigoted as Spaniards, and
willing to surrender the education of their
children, dyed in the very womb with Catholic
prejudice, to the exclusive eontrol of the
Chareh,

Many Frenchmen are alive to the danger of
this state of things, and have spoken, written,
and talked against it, for some time past; but
nothing practical had been accomplished until
M. Duruy, having at once the will and the
power, determined to set a new fashion. He
hns accordingly established, at the Government
expense, courses of lectures on A great variety
of subjects; has emgaged aceomplished and
learned men to take charge of them, and has
opened them to the wives and daughters of
France without charge. Of course, this pro-
ceeding has provoked a wide disenssion, and has
made a great commotion. The elergy are down
upon it, to a man. They preach against it,
pray against it, and write against it, with an in-
temperate zeal that shows they fear their citadel
is in danger, Foremost among them is M,
Dupanloup, the Bishop of Orleans, who pours
out the vials of his wrath on M. Duruy and
his schemes, which he declares are calculated
to destroy the established reputation of French
girls for docility and maidenly modesty. The
good Bishop’s objections seem ludicrous to En-
glish and American ears, With all his praises
of the French virgins, he seems to charge them
with an excessive frailty, for he avers that, if
they attend these lectures, the policemen
and the student of the Latin Quarter
will look at them, and we are left to
infer that if a man looks at them they are
undone, Our readers will, perhaps, hardly be-
lieve that this is the Bishop's principal objec-
tion, but he makes none more forcible, It is
not likely that the discussion will end here.
Since so important a personage as M. Duruy
has started this reform, a large license will no
doubt be allowed in defending it, and the be-
lievers in the necessity of improving the educa-
tion of French women are too large a class,
and include too many of the best intellects in
the State, to leave us in any doubt that the
discussion will result in great improvements in
the present system, if, in fact, it does not
sweep it away altogether.

We think it would be pertinent for some

‘member of the Assembly Committee on Cities

(say Mr. Johnson or Mr. Murphy),in the course
of the examination of the Fire Commissioners, to
question them ag to how many applications
there are on file from members of the said
Committee for positions either for themselves
or for their friends in the Department; and,

further, as to how many of these ppplications

have been refnsed, and for what reason. Tho"
answer might brigg out the real reason why
this: investigation is going on, '

“There are but two parties in New-Hamp-
*ghire," writes our correspondent. There
ghould be no State where more can exist, The
pending canvass has no platform for nenters;
Americans must, side for or against Justice,
Liberty, and Progress. New-Hampshire sets &
good example.

A resolution has been introduced in' Congress
for ‘the estublishment of a Senate Library.
No;, gentlemen! No more unnocéssary em-
ployés, if you please. We should be glad to
know what need there is for a special library
for the Senate, when the comprehensive and
well-managed Library of Congress supplies all
that is requisite both for the Senate and the
House.

Those prominent Democratic speakers, Henry
Clay Dean and C. Chauncey Burr, are doing
exvellont service for the Republican party in
New-Hampshire. Wherever they appear, the
place is flooded with printed accounts of their
former history, and the Democratic papers are
afraid or ashamed to publish their present
speeches, Weo hope they will visit every town
and hamlet in the State. Their presence,
gpeech or no apeech, insures large accessions to
the Republican ranks.

In New-Jersey the Democratic majority in
the Legislature have got to a third reading a
bill to repeal the Registry law. There never
yet was a law cuncted or proposed for the
purification of the franchise that did not meet
the determined opposition of the Democratic
party. The Registry law asks no more than
that each elector sball prove his right to vote.
Where such a law prevails, stufing the ballot-
bhox with gmudulallt votea is impossible, and
Democratic majorities are reduced or ex-
tinguished ; hence the party's opposition to
registry.

The National Intelligencer, speaking of the
proposed removal of Gen. Sherman to Wash-
ington, makes a remark which we hardly know
whether to interpret as an unguarded confes-
gion, or a threat to Congress, or a spiteful
attempt to insult Gen. Grant. Since the Presi-
dent, it says, has been Jhedged  about by the
acts of his enemies, and Grant has given “aid
“and comfort to the usurpmg Congress,” Mr.
Johnson desired “ the appointment of a soldier
“to be of equal rank with Gen. Grant, in
“whose hands, under circumstances of great
““peril to the Republic, ils sajety would be belter
» agsured than it now is.” One would think that
Mr. Johnson meditated a cowp d' état. But he
was mistaken if he expected to find an instru-
ment in Gen. Sherman.

Strong as is the love of liberty for ourselves
implanted m every human breast, it secms to
be but little stronger or more universal than
the desire to enslave others. The last Ameri-
can slave set free, so far as we have
leaned, is a girl, who was returned to
her father, Henry E. Moris, a colored
man, at Wilmington, Del, a few days
since. She was seized by foree in 1862, when
only ten years old, and has been kept under
pretended indentures of apprenticeship ever
since. Her labor or other valne would not
have been available for many years, and the
only motive on the part of hier master seems
to have been the itching to enslave somebody,
The first joyful cry of the child when re-
leased was, “Now I shall get to school and
“learn to read and write.”

We infer from the telegraphed outline of the
International Copyright bill framed by Mr.
Baldwin, that it aims to give to authors re-
giding in foreign countries the same copyright
privileges on publishing their works Lere as
those countries accord to American anthors
publishing like works there; that works copy-
righted here in favor of foreign authors must
be manufactured by American publishers; that
these provisions do not interfere with the right
to publish an original translation as an original
work; and that foreign authors, in order to
avail themselves of copyright in their works
gold in America, must perfect their copyright
here wishin three months after the original
publication there.

MUSIC.
———
ACADEMY OF MUSIC—IL BALLO IN MASCHERA.

We lad last night an excellent revival of the
“ Ballo in Maschera,” afl Opers Which, popular as it has
slways been, has not bean héard i Now-York for several
years. It belongs to Verdi's better and more artistic
style, and though it has neither the Gnish of * Rigoletto"
nor the showy melody of * Trovatore/' Jt combines to a
cartain degree soms of the best characteristics of the two
Verdian mannors, of which those operas are jhe repre-
sentatives, The Amelio of Madame La Grange Lol
to rank with her Leonora and Violetta. It 1s dlstinguised
by the dramatie intensity snd vocal delicacy, in which
she 18 prefmivent, and {t (s not easy to Imagine & more
satisfactory personation. Bignor Brigmoli secemed to
rovel in the sweetness of the arias with which the com-
poser has so liberally endowed the tenor part, his
La Rivedra In the first wsct, and the second part
of the barearols in the secomd being particularly deli-
cate. His duet with Amella, Non sai fu, in the same
not, and the AM gual soave in the third wers sdmirsble,
The latter was redemanded. Misa Phillips was the
Ulrica, as sho used to be of old, Sterling artist as she
is, wo need hardly say that her performance was entirely
good, and the same praise may be given to Orlandini,
Miss MeCulloch made a favorable itpression as Osear, es-
poclally in the opening aria, In the finale of the second
act ahe was somewhat overtaxed, but upon the whole
her assumption of the role was a suocessful ons. The
opera was well mounted and the house was full,

THE NEW SEASON AT PIKE'S.

Since the anpouncement last week that the
Grover-Maretzek company would open Pike's Opera
House on Mondsy, the 17th, for a sesson of Italian opers
there has been commotion and clvil war in the green:
rooms, and tho lobbles of the Academy of Music have
Lieard no talk but of the tribulations of mansgers. The
opening, aa our readers know, did not take placeiat the
time annownced, The cloud of troubles which encom-
passed the great combimation troupe all throngh
their prosperous provincial tour finally gathered
nt:d broke; and when tha storm cleared away
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MUSICAL NOTES,
The rehearsals for the fourth Philharmonic
Concert begin at the Acedemy of Music to-morrow after-

* Judas Maccabeus™ i -
at Btelnway Hall bt;‘::: the‘suatl?orb:wﬂ?alltlg. Il}l‘!r':it

Sherman on the subject of his assignment $o the
command and his pomination to be Srevet Goneral
The letier is dated the 14th inst., and cewe throwgh
the headguarters of Gen. Grant. Although yom
correspoudent is not enabled to send a copy of thy
Istter or its substance, yet he can say that the tem.
per and phraseology are about what was predicted iy
these dispatches—respectful and eourteous.

to admit Alabams, and gave noti
call it up to-morrow. He will then
which he will refer to the numerons outrages thy

the North and Esst combined.
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WASHINGTON.

GEN. O THE PRESIDENT —REVELA
SUNCERN NG %& : A KL
—GEN, BANKS . EW BIL HE PR
AND THE BAL. TMORE COMMITTEE—MAR
LAND, COLORADO, ALIABRA—<THE JE
DAVIS CAPTURE M NEY COCK, W
WELL, LOCKWOOD, Ha'LL, SURRATT,

WAsHINGTON, Wodnindday, Fob. 19, s,
The President to-day received alotter from Ges,

In the Senate to-day, Mr. Wilson introduced » bil
o that he shoul
& speech j

were committed upon negroes for voting at the lag

employment for voting. Ex-Senstor Fitzpatrick dis
charged all his hands, but was under the necossity of
hiring them over again & fow days afterward. My,
Yates gave notice that he should call up the bill ts
admit Colorade to-morrow. The case of Benator
elect Thomas came up at 1 o'clock, Benators Howard
and Reverdy Johnson made strong speeches, the for.
mer against, and the Iatter in favor of admission. In
the coursg of & debate between Benators John
son and Uameron, the latter said that whils he wa
Becretary of War, early in 1801, an arrangement was
made between Gen. Scott and Gen. Lee, in

Cameron said that he did not know personally that
Lee made this agreement, but he was quitejpositive of
it, nevertheless, as he had at the time good reason te
bo informed on the sabject. At5 o'clock & vote was
reached on Senator Reverdy Johnson's resolution te
admit Mr. Thomas. It was defeated—Yeas 81, N
25, Benstor Drake then offered a resolution declar.
ing Mr. Thomaa disqualified, and informing the
ernor of Maryland of & vacancy requiring a new
eloction. This was adopted by 27 to 20,

In the House, to-day, the Legislative and Exec.
tive Appropriation bill was passed. Nearly the whele
day was consumed in Committee of the Wholaon the
Army Appropriation bill. The recommendation of
the Committes in this bill, that no more Second
Lieutenants be appointed in the army except they b
graduates of West Point, waa the occasion of a spiey
and noisy debate, in which Messrs. Logan, Pile,
Blaine, Butler, and others participated. Mr. Loga
got rampant, and declaimed, with emphasis, agaist
favoring West Point officers to the injury of thoe
who were merely volunteers during the war, Mr
Blaine is managing the bill, and excellent progres
was made to-day

The following is the full text of Mr. Banks's new
bill relative to the rights of American citizens abroad,

to be offered st the earliest opportunity :

Wherras, The right of expatriation fs o natwrel asd juberest o
Indl to the

memt thersal;
Whereas, [t s necessary to the malstenance of public that tht
elaim of forvign allegiance be promptly -'émﬁﬁnm
e A8 enacted, ﬁ..mmm,m' opinian, aeler, o
Gevernment, which denies, restiiols,
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will probably be the means of prolonging sny defi-
pite action for some weeks to come, as Mr.
cannot apare the time necessary for the preparation
of documents bearing on the subjeet.

The House Committee on Claims have had under
consideration 150 cases of petitions, but have not re-
ported on any important matter. In a few days, the
Committee will report the awards for the capture of
Jefferson Davis, recommending a division of the
$100,000 reward into portions to each person entitled
to pay, & sum about equal to the bounty paid tosol-
diers in the late war. The Committee are aboot
ready to report on the claim of Bealls and Dickinsen,
for & contract for granite work on the south end of
the Treasury building.

The Committee on Accounts have finished their in-
veatigation of the charges against Col. Ordway,
Sergeant-at-Arma of the House. They will report to
the Housa, fully exonersting Col. Ordway. This
report is agreed on unsuimously by the committee,
without regard to politics.

1t is understood that 8 majority of the Honse Com:
mittee on Elections have about resolved to report is
favor of Mr. Morgar’s right to & seat in the Hous
from the XVIITth Ohio Distriet. The seat was con-
tested by Columbus Delano, Republican, on the
ground that many votes were east for Morgan by de
serters from the army, who, under the laws of Ohia
were disfranchised. w

Attorney-Gen. Stanbery sent to the House to
day s communieation disclosing the names of thost
whe signed the petition to the President for a pardos
ta the notorious forger, Bolomon Kohnstam. Among
them are fhe names of Attorne¥-Gen. Stanbery,
Judge Edwards Plerrepont, ex-Sewator Hari
Senators Morgan, Conkling, Reverdy Jomson, How
ard and Nye; Representatives Marvin, Hniborh
Chanler, Van Aernam, Taber, Burt, Van Ho.  (ior
wold, Humphrey, Hubbell, Ragmond, Davis, H, Y%
Morrls, Darling, Dodge, Bergen, Winfield, Hotchk ‘%
Hubbard, Radford, and Goodyear of New-York; Bea™
retary MeCulloch, Mesars. Jamea T. Brady, E. 8. Vat
Winkle, Aug. Schell, A. W, Hoffman, Wm. M. Evarta
Gov. Fenton, Bimeon Draper, Mrs, Senator Dougiss
Mrs, Mosea Odell, Daniel Drew, and H, B. Clatlin.

Informstion has been received hore that Gen
Meade will probably appoint s Board to investigate
the facts in the alleged outrages and intimidation
practiced by the late Rebel party in driving sod
keeping the colored people from the polls in the re
cent Alabama election, and if the facts warrant il
he will direot that the polls be reopened in certain
districts. Gen. Hardee of the Freedmen's Burean i
that State has been ordered to make provision for
distress, if any, prevailing [owing to the persecutios
of the negroes in the eloction, snd to refuse all assist:
ance to planters and others who have perpetrated
these outrages.

Bome time ago Gen. Haneock determined to 1
move the Street Commissioner of New-Orleans, wht
had the fault of having been one of Gen. 8
appointds, Being full of the notion of r
the civil anthorities, he did not remove the
sioner, but preferred charges against him to the
Mayor. This latter officer referred the matter to b
began to 7

son’s brilllant serfes. The principal srtists aro Madame
liosa, Miss Bralnerd, Mr, ﬂgml:ﬂuﬁ Mr, Thomas,

upon the members of the




